
Logical chains of reasoning 

Linking words are the key ingredient to developing logical chains of reasoning, important in analysis 

and evaluation.  Linking or transition words connect clauses, sentences, paragraphs and most 

importantly ideas together.  

→ convey the intended meaning more clearly 
and effectively 

→ critical in economic writing because economics 
involves causes and effects that are linked in a 
sequence that shows economic logic 

→ Examples include these categories: 
Addition; compare, emphasis, contrast, 
conclusion, example, condition, sequence, 
reason, result, restatement and choice. 

→ for example, the sequence may involve time, but 
mostly economists focus on the most important or 
significant elements. 

Linking words are used to add new ideas (furthermore, in addition) and others show contrasts 

(however) or a condition (unless, while).  

Adding the right transition in the right place is a tool to: 

• extend and add depth and reasoning to a response 

• identify missing elements 

• helps to avoid jumping to a point, without showing its relevance or how it was arrived at. 

 

To find out more, google chains of reasoning economics. 

To create a graphic organiser, choose a Word SmartArt graphic to students to complete. 
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