
For Year 9-10, Yr 11, then for the EA

Economist!



The fundamentals of economic 
writing are research, analysis 
and conciseness.

• Economic writing should be evidence  bas ed. 

• Res earch develops  the  depth of knowledge  
evident within a response that enhances 
meaning.

• Economic concepts , principles  and models  
are used to explain the:

• evidence (data  and information – factual 
and theory based, not subjective opinion 
with ‘cherry picked’ data)

• analysis  and its findings
• evaluation - judgments  based on merit and 

value, according to economic criteria.



The structure

• Res earch adds  to knowledge

• Think – like an economist

• Plan – the main points, noting 
evidence and economic 
concepts, principles and 
models

• Write  – concisely, easy to 
understand without being brief 
or s imple

Research and knowledge allow 
roots  and routes  for thinking

Thinking allows a strong 
trunk of economic logic

Planning allows the branches 
of knowledge, analysis  and 
evaluation to become obvious

After planning, writing then extends  and 
adds  leafy de ta ils  to the  main points



Research and knowledge

• Allows informed choices of search 
words/phrases, and essential and/or 
s ignificant features 

• Fact vs opinion, reliable and high-
quality data and information

Reliable = current + accurate + relevant 
               = able to be relied upon to make solid findings and judgments



Thinking like an economist – ACARA 7-10
Economic concept or principle

Economics is  about scarcity: limited resources vs unlimited needs and wants

Opportunity costs : the cost of something is  what must be given up

The economy is  made up of households (consumers and employees), businesses and the government

The factors  of production are land (natural), labour, capital (man-made) and entrepreneurship

Markets  allocate goods, services and resources

Every consumer, business  and government action has benefits  and costs

Economics involves independent connections between consumers, the business  sector, the finance sector, the 
government sector, including trade with other countries

The economy grows faster and slower at different times

The role of government is  to monitor economic activity and interfere in markets  to improve living standards and 
economic growth, and reduce inflation and unemployment



Thinking like an economist
Economic concept or principle Heuris tic  (menta l shortcut)
Economics is  about scarcity: limited resources so (consumer, 
household, business, government) decis ions are made about 
who gets  what from production

• Why can’t everyone have this?
• A preference or a need (when, who)?
• What is  scarce, where  and how? 
• What is  the best use (efficiency vs equity)?

Opportunity costs : the cost of something is  what must be 
given up

• What must be given up to have this?

Every action has benefits  and costs • What are the tradeoffs?
• Not adv/disadv, not pros/cons ACARA

Economics involves independent connections • How are choices dependent upon other’s  
choices, other factors  and expectations?

Economic power is  where consumers, business  and governments  can influence demand and supply factors
The factors  of production / economic resources can be abundant or scarce.
Markets  allocate goods, services and resources, but concentration, inequity and the environment can impact 
the efficiency, equity or optimal market allocations
The role of government is  to protect or interfere in markets  for the good of society (living standards)
The economy grows faster and slower at different times and there are costs  and benefits  from international trade



Thinking like an economist: models



Planning –separates thinking from writing

• Allows students  can think 
about their expression, 
vocabulary, sentence 
structure and paragraphing … 
because the main points  and 
evidence are in the plan. 

• Planning allows students  to 
move beyond their firs t 
thoughts, to their s econd and 
their third thoughts  … using 
their deeper thoughts!



Writing – powerful paragraphs at all times!

• Golden rule: one 
main point = one 
paragraph

• Easier for students 
to communicate 
their main points

• Easier for you to 
see the main 
points, and how 
much detail, 
evidence and links

Stra tegy 1: 
PEEL or TEEL 
paragraph s tructure



Writing – powerful paragraphs at all times!

• Golden rule: one 
main point = one 
paragraph

• Easier for students 
to communicate 
their main points

• Easier for you to 
see the main 
points, and how 
much detail, 
evidence and links

Stra tegy 2: 
the  highlighte r 
s tra tegy



Writing – right words in the right place
Adverbs  Caus e  and e ffec t Extens ions

rapidly 
steeply
slowly
quickly
steadily
slightly
sharply
significantly
considerably
minimally

because
as a result
due to
as
since
then
next
therefore
consequently
so

however
unless
in contrast
although
in the other hand
alternatively
conversely
in different circumstances
under other conditions
but



Writing – chains of reasoning

In Queensland, we add evidence from 
stimulus material or sources researched.



Writing for the EA: drawing and data

Where are the marks for 
‘create’?



From the Subject Report

1. Teach c lear expres s ion that accurate ly 
communicates  the  subject of the  s entence , e.g. 
instead of writing ‘Source 2 indicates  payroll tax is  a 
burden …’, write ‘A survey of Australian businesses 
indicated payroll tax is  a burden … (Source 2)’

2. Clear writing is  always improved with the use of 
s ignpos ting s entences  identifying the main analytical 
and evaluative points  to be made. The habit of 
planning a response is  often a key contributor to a 
higher-level response.

3. The statement ‘ce te ris  paribus’ mus t be  used 
thoughtfully and not as  a throwaway or just-incase 
phrase. It should be used purposefully to show 
meaning of the term in the context in which it is  used



EA – Graphing Skills 



Caveat! 
• drawing a graph is  not required in every External 

Assessment.
However, …
• students  must always write clearly using data and 

apply economic models  within their responses.



Questions & Answers?
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