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To inform Australia’s important decisions by delivering relevant, trusted, and objective 
data, statistics, and insights.

trusted official statistics on a wide range of economic, social, population, and 
environmental matters of importance to Australia.

▪ enhancing the use of public data for statistical purposes and improving 
the Australian Government’s data and statistical capabilities. 

▪ advising official bodies on producing and using data and statistics, 
formulates standards, works with states and territories, and liaises with 
other national statistical organisations.

▪ leading the Australian Public Service (APS) Data Profession to build the 
data capabilities of the APS workforce.

The primary functions, duties and powers of the ABS are set out in the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics Act 1975 and the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

About the ABS



ABS at a glance 
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ABS website



The ABS website
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Release Calendar
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ABS Statistical Releases
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Downloading Data
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Downloading tables and graphs
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Current, Future and Previous Releases
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ABS National Accounts
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Searching the ABS website
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Search titles, words and ABS catalogue numbers

Available from the top navigation bar on every page



ABS Social Media
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Changes and new statistics



Retail Trade 
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Retail Trade

▪ now a single release (from May 2024)

▪ traditionally used as an early indicator of household consumption

▪ stopping the Retail Trade publication on 30 July 2025 referencing the June 2025 period

Monthly Household Spending Indicator

▪ produced using aggregated and de-identified card and bank transactions from 
banking and financial institutions

▪ provides an early read on household spending

▪ new data sources incorporated between June 2024 and March 2025.

Monthly Business Turnover Indicator

▪ derived using Australian Taxation Office (ATO) Business Activity Statement (BAS) data 
from monthly remitters

▪ includes 13 of the 19 industry divisions classified according to the Australian and New 
Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC)

▪ exercise caution in comparing the indicator to other ABS economic outputs due to 
differences in concepts, scope, coverage, and methods



CPI and Monthly Employee Earnings
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Monthly Consumer Price Index

▪ began publishing a Monthly Consumer Price Index Indicator in October 2022

▪ currently around two-thirds of the prices updated each month

▪ the ABS will publish a complete monthly measure of the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) by late 2025

Monthly Employee Earnings Indicator

▪ measures wages and salaries paid over the month and changes over time (from 
July 2022)

▪ data for national, state/territory, sector, industry and employment size

▪ produced from ATO Single Touch Payroll and ABS Business Register



Useful resources
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Guides:

▪ A Guide to the Consumer Price Index: 17th Series, 2017

▪ Australian System of National Accounts: Concepts, Sources and Methods, 2020-
21 financial year 

▪ Guide to Labour Statistics

ABS Explainer videos (YouTube) (inc. CPI, 

Labour Force)

Measuring Australia's Economy, 2003 

Statistical terms and concepts

How to Cite ABS resources

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/guide-consumer-price-index-17th-series/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/detailed-methodology-information/concepts-sources-methods/australian-system-national-accounts-concepts-sources-and-methods/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/detailed-methodology-information/concepts-sources-methods/australian-system-national-accounts-concepts-sources-and-methods/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/understanding-statistics/guide-labour-statistics
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLR8_RxifMwL65PDFn_BychOPtRgdoXFwW
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLR8_RxifMwL65PDFn_BychOPtRgdoXFwW
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1360.0Main+Features12003?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/understanding-statistics/statistical-terms-and-concepts
https://www.abs.gov.au/how-cite-abs-sources


Questions



ABS produces two key measures of underlying inflation – the Trimmed mean and the Weighted median. These measures, 
also known as ‘core’ inflation, provide an indication of the medium-term trajectory of inflation. Tracking medium-term 
inflation is important as it assists in inflation-targeting and assessing the health of the Australian economy. 

the underlying inflation measures produced by the ABS are calculated by reducing the impact of irregular or temporary 
price changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

these measures, and the exclusion-based measures, can be found in table 8 of the CPI publication (cat. no. 6401.0).

To produce the Trimmed mean and Weighted median, seasonally adjusted quarterly movements of the CPI are used. 
Without the use of seasonally adjusted movements, some Expenditure Classes may always be excluded from the 
underlying measure due to the volatile nature of their price change. This may include Expenditure Classes that:

1. are highly seasonal (e.g. fruit); or

2. have once-a-year price changes (e.g. education fees).

For both underlying measures, all 87 of the CPI Expenditure Classes (ECs) are sorted from lowest to highest in terms of 
seasonally adjusted quarterly percentage change. The quarterly movements, combined with each Expenditure Class’s 
respective weight, are used to create a distribution of cumulative weights by Expenditure Class.

Trimmed mean is calculated using a weighted average of percentage change from the middle 70 per cent of the 
distribution. That is, Expenditure Classes with a cumulative total below 15 per cent and above 85 per cent are excluded 
(trimmed) from the calculation. Expenditure Classes which cross the 15 per cent and 85 per cent thresholds are partially 
included, using the component of their weight which falls within the 70 per cent trim. 

Weighted median is simply the seasonally adjusted quarterly percentage change of the Expenditure Class at (or 
immediately over) the 50th percentile of the distribution. This can also be thought of as a 50 per cent Trimmed mean.

These measures are useful for analysis purposes to assess the health of the Australian economy

CPI: Trimmed Mean and Weighted Median



CPI: Trimmed Mean and Weighted Median
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Chart 3 above illustrates the relative smoothness of the Trimmed mean and Weighted 
median compared to the CPI, largely due to the removal of temporary or one-off impacts. 
One such example is the 400 per cent rise in banana prices that occurred in mid-2006 due to 
supply disruptions caused by Cyclone Larry. This was followed by a sharp fall in banana prices 
as they returned to normal price levels in 2007.

Underlying Inflation Measures: Explaining the Trimmed Mean and Weighted Median | 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au)

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/research/underlying-inflation-measures-explaining-trimmed-mean-and-weighted-median
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/research/underlying-inflation-measures-explaining-trimmed-mean-and-weighted-median


Other ABS Data Tools
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Data Explorer: an interactive free online tool that presents data in a searchable, 
flexible and dynamic way. 

▪ enables you to create your own tables and visualisations, including economic 
statistics

▪ Data Explorer | Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au)

https://www.abs.gov.au/about/data-services/data-explorer


Measuring wellbeing
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The ABS received funding in the 2024-25 Budget to deliver an expanded General Social Survey on an 
annual basis to provide timely insights on the wellbeing of Australians.

Measuring What Matters is Australia’s first national wellbeing framework that will track our progress 
towards a more healthy, secure, sustainable, cohesive and prosperous Australia. Commonwealth 
Treasury have developed the Framework through research and consultation.

The Measuring What Matters Framework (Framework) has five wellbeing themes:
• Healthy: A society in which people feel well and are in good physical and mental health, can 

access services when they need, and have the information they require to take action to 
improve their health.

• Secure: A society where people live peacefully, feel safe, have financial security and access to 
housing.

• Sustainable: A society that sustainably uses natural and financial resources, protects and 
repairs the environment and builds resilience to combat challenges.

• Cohesive: A society that supports connections with family, friends and the community, values 
diversity, and promotes belonging and culture.

• Prosperous: A society that has a dynamic, strong economy, invests in people’s skills and 
education, and provides broad opportunities for employment and well-paid, secure jobs.

▪ Inclusion, equity and fairness are cross-cutting dimensions of the Framework.

The Framework has 50 indicators.

The Dashboard will be updated annually: Dashboard | Treasury.gov.au

https://treasury.gov.au/policy-topics/measuring-what-matters/dashboard
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